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Poised for Robust Expansion 

Kitchen Language acquires local food group The Big Idea 
 

February 11, 2014 Singapore – When The Big Idea was formed in 2012, it brought 
together three established food and beverage businesses and transformed them into 
a major food entity renowned for offering some of the most innovative and exciting 
dining experiences.  Refinery Concepts, loved for Kinki and The Fat Cow and, the 
ever-popular Marmalade Group merged in April 2011. Together they acquired The 
Food Chain in June 2013. Their strive for excellence fueled by a joint passion for 
food and creative dining concepts here and in the region, has made them the rock 
stars of the food and beverage industry.  
 
That passion, and the drive to surpass expectations powered by the group’s vision 
for expansion and growth, is now set to be boosted by Kitchen Language’s 
acquisition of The Big Idea. Kitchen Language Pte Ltd, the restaurant and franchised 
food arm of Far East Organization, has bought a majority stake in The Big Idea. 
Kitchen Language has appointed Ms Karen Seah, a founding member of The Big 
Idea as Managing Director. 
 
“We are elated to have the strong financial backing of Kitchen Language and Far 
East Organization. This new development offers us new possibilities and the 
resources to propel our expansion plans further and faster than we envisioned. This 
acquisition speaks volumes about Kitchen Language and Far East Organization’s 
confidence and believe in us and our big ideas to deliver dining experiences that 
have delighted diners and challenged the norm,” said Ms Seah. 
 
“As we lay plans to expand our offerings to meet the growing appetite and curiosity 
of a new class of consumers, the acquisition of The Big Idea is both timely and 
pivotal for Kitchen Language. The Big Idea has solid fundamentals, a strong record 
of success and an innovation philosophy that resonates deeply with us. The Big Idea 
Group is behind some of the most well-received food concepts in Singapore and has 
helped to drive new shifts in our food culture and local scene,” said Mr David Lim, 
Chief Operating Officer of Kitchen Language.  
 
He added, “We are confident that Ms Seah, the brain behind Kinki Restaurant and 
Bar and the driving force of The Fat Cow,  with her vast experience in operating 
entertainment spots and bars in Australia, Malaysia and Shanghai will continue to 
steer The Big Idea to greater heights. This acquisition will open more opportunities 
and synergies that will play a part in steering the group towards new waters.”  
 

-Ends- 



 
About The Big Idea 
The Big Idea is a hospitality group owns and operates a portfolio of restaurants and 
bars. The company is a result of a merger between Refinery Concepts and The 
Marmalade Group. Together, they acquired The Food Chain in August 2012. The Big 
Idea is renowned for offering some of the most unique and creative dining concepts 
including Kinki, Marmalade Pantry, Marmalade Toast, Bedrock Bar & Grill, Oriole 
Coffee, The Fat Cow and The Pelican Seafood Bar & Grill. The group’s annual 
turnover for 2013 was S$29 million. 
 
 
About Kitchen Language 
Kitchen Language Pte Ltd, the franchise and restaurant arm of Far East 
Organization, was formed in 2008 to bring the best food concepts and brands to 
Singapore.  
 
Besides being the master brand franchisee for several prominent US brands - Cold 
Stone Creamery, Quiznos Sub and Dean & DeLuca, it also manages several new-to-
market culinary concepts such as KUMO Japanese Kaiseki Restaurant, SALTA 
Argentine Parrilla, Ju Chun Yuan that specialises in Min cuisine from Southern 
China, as well as the latest brand concept - BWB | burger VS wings + bar where a 
Food Fight is constantly happening between Burger VS Wings. It also oversees the 
operations of four hotel restaurants - Saltwater Café at Village Hotel Changi, Zaffron 
at Oasia Hotel, Straits Café at Rendezvous Hotel Singapore and Katong Kitchen at 
Village Hotel Katong. 
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